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Kidspace and the Iraqi Children’s Art Exchange Collaborate, Mount Pieces of Peace
(North Adams, MA) Pieces of Peace, an exhibition of three murals created by Iraqi refugee children in Amman, Jordan, will open at Kidspace on Monday, July 16th, 2007.  The large, brightly-colored murals, which will remain on display in the hallway outside the gallery through December 2007, raise questions about the development of child refugees as they adjust to their new environment.  This exhibition is made possible through collaboration with the Iraqi Children’s Art Exchange, a project started by Claudia Lefko, a preschool teacher and activist, and Kathleen Winkworth of Northampton, Massachusetts.
As part of the art exchange, Lefko has distributed art supplies and pictures by American children to Iraqi children in refugee camps and the cancer ward at Al-Mansour Pediatric Hospital in Baghdad.  The children create pictures during her visit, which she then brings back to the U.S.  More recently in September of 2006, Lefko traveled to Amman, since it was too dangerous for Americans in Baghdad, bringing with her more American children’s art and art supplies.  It was during this visit that she met Father Nabil Haddad of The Jordanian Interfaith Coexistance Research Center.  The two quickly discovered that they shared common goals and within a week working to establish what would eventually become the Webdah School.  The arts-based school program for out of school children, housed in three rooms in an old monastery, is open to all children of any faith or nationality.  Local artists and parents volunteer as teachers for the ever growing number of children in attendance. 
In 2006 and 2007, students from Clarksburg Elementary School in North Adams, MA folded 1,000 paper cranes as a symbol of peace.  According to Japanese legend, a wish will be granted to anyone who folds 1,000 cranes.  Students from the local community created murals at Kidspace to send, along with the cranes, to the Webdah School.  Kidspace received the three murals in Pieces of Peace in return.  This is not the first time Kidspace has exhibited Iraqi children’s art work.  In October 2006, It’s Elementary!, featuring historical and contemporary artwork by children from around the world, included drawings and paintings by children in the Iraqi refugee camps and hospital that Lefko visited.
During the summer, Kidspace is open daily from noon until 4:00 pm.  Admission is always free.  Art classes are held Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 10:00 to 11:30 am.  Registration is required.  The murals will be on display from July 16th - December 2007. For more information contact Kidspace at 664-4481 ext. 8131 or visit www.massmoca.org/kidspace. 
Kidspace is a collaborative project of the Sterling & Francine Clark Art Institute, Williams College Museum of Art, and MASS MoCA. Additional funding has been provided by grants from the Nimoy Visual Artist Residencies Program; The Artists’ Resource Trust, a fund of the Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation; Ruth E. Proud Charitable Trust; and the Brownrigg Charitable Trust and Alice Shaver Foundation in memory of Lynn Laitman.  
MASS MoCA, the largest center for contemporary visual and performing arts in the United States, is located on Marshall Street in North Adams on a 13-acre campus of renovated 19th-century factory buildings. 
